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7th Grade Social Studies Curriculum            

EAST NEWARK PUBLIC SCHOOL 

 
Course Description 
Students will be provided with opportunities for meaningful development and application of skills and 
dispositions to be used within and between academic disciplines.” All students will acquire the knowledge 
and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the 
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed 
decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, 
and global communities.” (NJ-SLSSS) As such, students will acquire and hone skills needed for participation 
in a democratic society, for developing interpersonal relationships, and provided the capability to succeed in 
their personal and professional endeavors upon the completion of their education. 
 
Course Resources 

1. New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies 
- https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/ss/standards.pdf 

2. New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies Kills Table 
3. A History of the United States Early Years Textbook 
4. Atlas of the United States 

 
Pacing Guide 

Unit Unit Title Topics Covered Standards Resources 

1 The First Americans 
and Exploration 

● Migration to the Americas 
● Cities and Empires 
● North American Peoples 
● A Changing World 
● Early Exploration 
● Spain in America 
● Competing For Colonies 

6.1.8.A.1.a 
6.1.8.D.1.a 
6.1.8.B.1.b 

6.1.8.C.1.a-b 
6.1.8.D.1.b-c 
6.1.8.C.2.b-c 
6.1.8.D.2.a-b 

A History of the 
United States: 
Early Years 

2 Colonial America ● Roanoke and Jamestown 
● The New England Colonies 
● The Middle Colonies 
● The Southern Colonies 

6.1.8.A.2.c 
6.1.8.B.2.a 
6.1.8.C.2.a 

A History of the 
United States: 
Early Years 

3 Life in the American 
Colonies 

● Colonial Economy 
● Colonial Government 
● Culture and Society 
● Rivalry in North America 

6.1.8.A.2.a-c 
6.1.8.B.2.a 
6.1.8.C.2.a 
6.1.8.B.3.a 
6.1.8.C.3.c 
6.1.8.D.3.a 

A History of the 
United States: 
Early Years 

4 The Spirit of 
Independence 

● No Taxation Without 
Representation 

● Uniting the Colonists 
● A Call to Arms 
● Declaring Independence 

6.1.8.A.3.a 
6.1.8.C.3.a-b 
6.1.8.D.3.b 

A History of the 
United States: 
Early Years 

5 The American 
Revolution 

● The War for Independence 
● The War Continues 
● Battlegrounds Shift 
● The Final Years 
●  

6.1.8.A.3.a 
6.1.8.B.3.c-d 
6.1.8.D.3.c 

6.1.8.D.3.d-f 

A History of the 
United States: 
Early Years 



6 A More Perfect Union ● The Articles of Confederation 
● Forging a New Constitution 
● A New Plan of Government 

6.1.8.A.3.a 
6.1.8.B.3.b 
6.1.8.D.3.g 

 

A History of the 
United States: 
Early Years 

7 The Constitution ● Principles of the Constitution 
● Government and the People 

6.1.8.A.3.a-d 
6.1.8.A.3.g 
6.1.8.D.3.g 

A History of the 
United States: 
Early Years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 1: The First Americans and Exploration 

 

Timeframe Marking Period 2 

Overview Students will understand that “culture” refers to the socially transmitted behaviors, 
beliefs, values, traditions, institutions, and ways of living together for a group of people. 



Culture forms an integrated system that helps shape the activities and ways of life that 
define a culture. Furthermore, culture influences the ways in which human groups solve 
the problems of daily living. By using a variety of maps, globes, graphic representations, 
and geospatial technologies, students will investigate the relationships among people, 
places, and environments and analyze how cultures are held together by shared beliefs, 
and common practices and values. 

Resources ● A History of the United States: Early Years 
○ Chapter 1, Lessons 1-3 
○ Chapter 2, Lessons 1-4 
○ Teacher Online Resources 
○ Interactive Graphic Organizers 

● Atlas of the World 
● Map/Atlas Activities 
● Glossary 

Essential Questions 1. What are the characteristics that make up a culture? 
2. How do civilizations rise and fall? 
3. What makes a culture unique? 
4. How do new ideas change the way people live? 
5. Why do people trade? 
6. What are the consequences when people interact? 

Essential Learning 
Outcomes 

1. Identify and evaluate ways in which the first people may have arrived to the 
Americas. 

2. Explain how agriculture influenced the development of culture. 
3. Identify some of the people who lived in the Americas before European exploration. 
4. Identify and analyze the characteristics that made the Inca a well-organized 

civilization. 
5. Describe civilizations of early North America. 
6. Analyze and explain how early Native Americans adapted to their environments. 
7. Compare and contrast information about European explorers and explorations. 
8. Analyze relationships between European explorers and Native Americans. 
9. Understand the impact and importance of events, such as the defeat of the Aztec 

Empireor the establishment of Spanish missions. 
10. Identify and describe geographical places and regions such as north and central 

Africa or southwestern North America. 
11. Explain the events of the Age of Exploration both graphically and orally. 

Technology Infusion ● 8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 
● 8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 

professionals for usability. 

● 8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a 

real world problem or theory. 

● 8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data within a spreadsheet and present a summary of 

the results 

Standards ● 6.1.8.A.1.a: Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family 
structures among African, European, and Native American groups. 

● 6.1.8.B.1.a: Describe migration and settlement patterns of Native American groups, 
and explain how these patterns affected interactions in different regions of the 
Western Hemisphere. 

● 6.1.8.B.1.b: Analyze the world in spatial terms (e.g., longitude, latitude) using 
historical maps to determine what led to the exploration of new water and land 
routes. 

● 6.1.8.C.1.a: Evaluate the impact of science, religion, and technology innovations on 
European exploration. 



● 6.1.8.C.1.b: Explain why individuals and societies trade, how trade functions, and 
the role of trade during this period. 

● 6.1.8.D.1.a: Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, values, cultural practices, 
and political systems of Native American groups. 

● 6.1.8.D.1.b: Explain how interactions among African, European, and Native 
American groups began a cultural transformation. 

● 6.1.8.D.1.c: Evaluate the impact of the Colombian Exchange on ecology, 
agriculture, and culture from different perspectives. 

● 6.1.8.C.2.b: Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of 
the colonies and European countries. 

● 6.1.8.C.2.c: Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups. 
● 6.1.8.D.2.a: Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine 

its impact on people living in Europe and the Americas 
● 6.1.8.D.2.b: Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory 

experiences of different groups of people, and explain why their experiences 
differed. 

Integrated 
Accommodations and 

Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 

create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 
o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 

personal interest 
● English Language Learners 

o Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and 
compare. 

o Device used for translation purposes 
● 504 Students 

o Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose 
how to approach a problem or assignment. 

o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 
create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 
personal interest 

● Gifted & Talented Students 
o Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage 

independent studies or investigations. 
o Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Literary Analysis Prompts and Peer Review 
● Formal Assessments (Tests and Quizzes) 
● Multimedia Presentation 
● Research-Based Writing Tasks 
● Vocabulary Quizzes 
● News Articles 
● Formative Assessments (Quizzes, Class Participation, Discussion, Topic Blogging, 

and/or Writing) 

● Unit Test including literature, literary devices, historical context, and vocabulary 

Integration of 21st 
Century Learning Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in 
online learning communities and structured learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate 
cultural context 

Career Education The 12 Career Ready Practices: These practices outline the skills that all individuals 
need to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, and proactive in life and careers. These 
are researched practices that are essential to career readiness. Reading literature and 



writing essays helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and 
dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

● Throughout each unit students are exposed to a variety of interdisciplinary 
connections through the subject matter they read and write about, as well as the art 
and music they are exposed to in the classroom; thereby creating multiple 
connections to ELA and the related arts. For example self-portraits, and oral 
histories.  

● Reader’s Theater 
● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as a diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction reading 
● Spatial awareness and ratios as it relates to maps 
● Environmental science connections to land and horticulture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 2: Colonial America 

 

Timeframe Marking Period 2 

Overview In this unit students will analyze the reasons why colonists moved to the Americas and 
investigate the complex relationship that existed between the colonists and the Native 
Americans. Students will examine the challenges that the colonists of Jamestown and 
Plymouth faced and compare and contrast the society, culture, and economies that 
developed in the New England, Middle, and Southern colonies. 



Resources ● A History of the United States: Early Years 
○ Chapter 3, Lessons 1-4 
○ Teacher Online Resources 
○ Primary Sources 
○ Interactive Graphic Organizers 

● Atlas of the World 
● Map/Atlas Activities 
● Glossary 

Essential Questions 1. How does geography influence the way people live? 
2. How do new ideas change the way people live? 

Essential Learning 
Outcomes 

1. Analyze historical and political maps. 
2. Analyze and sequence information about early Colonial America. 
3. Demonstrate connections between events. 
4. Analyze and evaluate primary source readings. 
5. Evaluate and use appropriate resources to obtain factual information. 
6. Identify and locate on a map the original thirteen English colonies. 
7. Compare and contrast the New England, Middle, and Southern colonies. 
8. Identify points of view of the leaders of the colonies and explain their impact on the 

colony. 
9. Analyze the contributions of key groups to colonial society. 

Technology Infusion ● 8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 
● 8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 

professionals for usability. 

● 8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a 

real world problem or theory. 

● 8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data within a spreadsheet and present a summary of 

the results 

Standards ● 6.1.8.A.2.c: Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) 
affected social, economic, and political opportunities during the Colonial era. 

● 6.1.8.B.2.a: Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and 
regional identities of the colonies. 

● 6.1.8.C.2.a: Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial 
labor systems. 

Integrated 
Accommodations and 

Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 

create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 
o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 

personal interest 
● English Language Learners 

o Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and 
compare. 

o Device used for translation purposes 
● 504 Students 

o Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose 
how to approach a problem or assignment. 

o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 
create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 
personal interest 

● Gifted & Talented Students 
o Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage 

independent studies or investigations. 



o Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Literary Analysis Prompts and Peer Review 
● Formal Assessments (Tests and Quizzes) 
● Multimedia Presentation 
● Research-Based Writing Tasks 
● Vocabulary Quizzes 
● News Articles 
● Formative Assessments (Quizzes, Class Participation, Discussion, Topic Blogging, 

and/or Writing) 

● Unit Test including literature, literary devices, historical context, and vocabulary 

Integration of 21st 
Century Learning Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in 
online learning communities and structured learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate 
cultural context 

Career Education The 12 Career Ready Practices: These practices outline the skills that all individuals 
need to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, and proactive in life and careers. These 
are researched practices that are essential to career readiness. Reading literature and 
writing essays helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and 
dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

● Throughout each unit students are exposed to a variety of interdisciplinary 
connections through the subject matter they read and write about, as well as the art 
and music they are exposed to in the classroom; thereby creating multiple 
connections to ELA and the related arts. For example self-portraits, and oral 
histories.  

● Reader’s Theater 
● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as a diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction reading 
● Spatial awareness and ratios as it relates to maps 
● Environmental science connections to land and horticulture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 3: Life in the American Colonies 

 

Timeframe Marking Period 2 

Overview In this unit students will explore how geography played a role in the development of the 
economics of the colonies. Additionally, students will be able to describe the values and 
beliefs that the colonists developed about government and how this compares to the 
traditional beliefs and values associated with American culture. Students will also 
describe the causes and consequences of the French and Indian War.  

Resources ● A History of the United States: Early Years 
○ Chapter 4, Lessons 1-4 
○ Teacher Online Resources 
○ Primary Sources 



○ Interactive Graphic Organizers 
● Atlas of the World 
● Map/Atlas Activities 
● Glossary 

Essential Questions 1. How does geography influence the way people live? 
2. How do new ideas change the way people live? 
3. Why does conflict develop? 

Essential Learning 
Outcomes 

1. Compare the economic diversity of the three regions of the thirteen colonies. 
2. Draw conclusions about the role geography played in the colonies’ economic 

development. 
3. Identify and analyze the triangular trade route that includes the Middle Passage and 

the trade of enslaved Africans. 
4. Describe the life for a plantation owner, his family, and enslaved Africans in the 

Southern Colonies. 
5. Identify the values and beliefs that the colonists had about government. 
6. Explain the principles of limited government and representative government. 
7. Identify the traditional beliefs and values associated with life in the colonies. 
8. Analyze Britain’s economic policies and the reactions of the colonists. 
9. Identify the causes and significant events of the French and Indian War. 

Technology Infusion ● 8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 
● 8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 

professionals for usability. 

● 8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a 

real world problem or theory. 

● 8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data within a spreadsheet and present a summary of 

the results 

Standards ● 6.1.8.A.2.a: Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government 
in various North American colonies. 

● 6.1.8.A.2.b: Explain how and why early government structures developed, and 
determine the impact of these early structures on the evolution of American politics 
and institutions. 

● 6.1.8.A.2.c: Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) 
affected social, economic, and political opportunities during the Colonial era. 

● 6.1.8.B.2.a: Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and 
regional identities of the colonies. 

● 6.1.8.C.2.a: Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial 
labor systems. 

● 6.1.8.B.3.a: Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and 
Native American groups impacted the expansion of the American colonies. 

● 6.1.8.C.3.c: Evaluate the impact of the cotton gin and other innovations on the 
institution of slavery and on the economic and political development of the country. 

● 6.1.8.D.3.a: Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years War, changes in 
British policies toward American colonies, and responses by various groups and 
individuals in the North American colonies led to the American Revolution. 

Integrated 
Accommodations and 

Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 

create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 
o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 

personal interest 
● English Language Learners 

o Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and 
compare. 



o Device used for translation purposes 
● 504 Students 

o Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose 
how to approach a problem or assignment. 

o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 
create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 
personal interest 

● Gifted & Talented Students 
o Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage 

independent studies or investigations. 
o Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Literary Analysis Prompts and Peer Review 
● Formal Assessments (Tests and Quizzes) 
● Multimedia Presentation 
● Research-Based Writing Tasks 
● Vocabulary Quizzes 
● News Articles 
● Formative Assessments (Quizzes, Class Participation, Discussion, Topic Blogging, 

and/or Writing) 

● Unit Test including literature, literary devices, historical context, and vocabulary 

Integration of 21st 
Century Learning Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in 
online learning communities and structured learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate 
cultural context 

Career Education The 12 Career Ready Practices: These practices outline the skills that all individuals 
need to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, and proactive in life and careers. These 
are researched practices that are essential to career readiness. Reading literature and 
writing essays helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and 
dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

● Throughout each unit students are exposed to a variety of interdisciplinary 
connections through the subject matter they read and write about, as well as the art 
and music they are exposed to in the classroom; thereby creating multiple 
connections to ELA and the related arts. For example self-portraits, and oral 
histories.  

● Reader’s Theater 
● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as a diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction reading 
● Spatial awareness and ratios as it relates to maps 
● Environmental science connections to land and horticulture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 4: The Spirit of Independence 

 

Timeframe Marking Period 2 

Overview In this unit students will investigate the causes for the development of conflict between 
Britain and the colonies. Students will then understand and analyze the consequences 
of that conflict and how it motivated colonial leaders and others to act.  

Resources ● A History of the United States: Early Years 
○ Chapter 5, Lessons 1-4 
○ Teacher Online Resources 
○ Interactive Graphic Organizers 
○ Primary Sources 

● Atlas of the World 
● Map/Atlas Activities 
● Glossary 

Essential Questions 1. Why does conflict develop? 
2. What motivates people to act? 

Essential Learning 1. Explain the Proclamation of 1763. 



Outcomes 2. Analyze why Britain began to enact harsher trade laws and taxes. 
3. Understand Cause and effect relationships as they relate to the reaction of the 

colonists. 
4. Identify those individuals and groups that began to rebel against British policy. 
5. Draw conclusions about tensions between the colonists and the British that led up to 

the Boston Massacre. 
6. Analyze the role of propaganda in the colonies. 
7. Identify the Founders and recognize their contributions. 
8. Evaluate the battles of Lexington and Concord. 
9. Compare points of view held by Patriots and Loyalists. 
10. Evaluate the reaction of the colonies to the rejection of the Olive Branch Petition. 
11. Summarize the steps taken that led to the writing of the Declaration of 

Independence. 
12. Understand the four parts of the Declaration of Independence. 

Technology Infusion ● 8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 
● 8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 

professionals for usability. 

● 8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a 

real world problem or theory. 

● 8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data within a spreadsheet and present a summary of 

the results 

Standards ● 6.1.8.A.3.a: Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and 
assess the extent to which they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and 
Native Americans during this time period. 

● 6.1.8.C.3.a: Explain how taxes and government regulation can affect economic 
opportunities, and assess the impact of these on relations between Britain and its 
North American colonies. 

● 6.1.8.C.3.b: Summarize the effect of inflation and debt on the American people and 
the response of state and national governments during this time. 

● 6.1.8.D.3.b: Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its 
key principles evolved to become unifying ideas of American democracy. 

Integrated 
Accommodations and 

Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 

create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 
o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 

personal interest 
● English Language Learners 

o Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and 
compare. 

o Device used for translation purposes 
● 504 Students 

o Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose 
how to approach a problem or assignment. 

o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 
create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 
personal interest 

● Gifted & Talented Students 
o Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage 

independent studies or investigations. 
o Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Literary Analysis Prompts and Peer Review 
● Formal Assessments (Tests and Quizzes) 



● Multimedia Presentation 
● Research-Based Writing Tasks 
● Vocabulary Quizzes 
● News Articles 
● Formative Assessments (Quizzes, Class Participation, Discussion, Topic Blogging, 

and/or Writing) 

● Unit Test including literature, literary devices, historical context, and vocabulary 

Integration of 21st 
Century Learning Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in 
online learning communities and structured learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate 
cultural context 

Career Education The 12 Career Ready Practices: These practices outline the skills that all individuals 
need to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, and proactive in life and careers. These 
are researched practices that are essential to career readiness. Reading literature and 
writing essays helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and 
dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

● Throughout each unit students are exposed to a variety of interdisciplinary 
connections through the subject matter they read and write about, as well as the art 
and music they are exposed to in the classroom; thereby creating multiple 
connections to ELA and the related arts. For example self-portraits, and oral 
histories. 

● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as a diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction reading 
● Spatial awareness and ratios as it relates to maps 
● Environmental science connections to land and horticulture 

 

 

Unit 5: The American Revolution 

 

Timeframe Marking Period 4 

Overview In this unit students will analyze the causes of the American Revolution. Students will 
discuss the ideologies of opposing sides in the American Revolution and debate the 
viewpoints. A myriad of sources will be used to investigate the significant battles of the 
Revolutionary War and the strategies of both sides. Students will understand how the 
Americans gained allies in the war and inevitably what helped the Patriots win 
independence from Britain.  

Resources ● A History of the United States: Early Years 
○ Chapter 6, Lessons 1-4 
○ Teacher Online Resources 
○ Interactive Graphic Organizers 
○ Primary Sources 

● Atlas of the World 
● Map/Atlas Activities 
● Glossary 

Essential Questions 1. Why does conflict develop? 

Essential Learning 
Outcomes 

1. Identify the opposing sides in the American Revolution. 
2. Compare and contrast the advantages of the British and the Patriots. 



3. Identify and evaluate the Patriot defeats and victories. 
4. Analyze and evaluate the British plan for victory. 
5. Analyze how the Americans gained allies. 
6. Describe life on the homefront during the Revolutionary War. 
7. Identify and evaluate events and elements of the war.  
8. Analyze the victory at Yorktown. 
9. Identify and analyze what helped the Patriots win independence.  

Technology Infusion ● 8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 
● 8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 

professionals for usability. 

● 8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a 

real world problem or theory. 

● 8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data within a spreadsheet and present a summary of 

the results 

Standards ● 6.1.8.A.3.a: Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and 
assess the extent to which they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and 
Native Americans during this time period. 

● 6.1.8.B.3.c: Use maps and other geographic tools to evaluate the impact of 
geography on the execution and outcome of the American Revolutionary War. 

● 6.1.8.D.3.c: Analyze the impact of George Washington as general of the American 
revolutionary forces and as the first president of the United States. 

● 6.1.8.D.3.d: Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the 
causes, execution, and outcomes of the American Revolution. 

● 6.1.8.D.3.e: Examine the roles and perspectives of various socioeconomic groups 
(e.g., rural farmers, urban craftsmen, northern merchants, and southern planters), 
African Americans, Native Americans, and women during the American Revolution, 
and determine how these groups were impacted by the war.  

● 6.1.8.D.3.f: Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris 
affected United States relations with Native Americans and with European powers 
that had territories in North America.  

Integrated 
Accommodations and 

Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 

create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 
o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 

personal interest 
● English Language Learners 

o Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and 
compare. 

o Device used for translation purposes 
● 504 Students 

o Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose 
how to approach a problem or assignment. 

o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 
create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 
personal interest 

● Gifted & Talented Students 
o Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage 

independent studies or investigations. 
o Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Literary Analysis Prompts and Peer Review 
● Formal Assessments (Tests and Quizzes) 
● Multimedia Presentation 



● Research-Based Writing Tasks 
● Vocabulary Quizzes 
● News Articles 
● Formative Assessments (Quizzes, Class Participation, Discussion, Topic Blogging, 

and/or Writing) 

● Unit Test including literature, literary devices, historical context, and vocabulary 

Integration of 21st 
Century Learning Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in 
online learning communities and structured learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate 
cultural context 

Career Education The 12 Career Ready Practices: These practices outline the skills that all individuals 
need to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, and proactive in life and careers. These 
are researched practices that are essential to career readiness. Reading literature and 
writing essays helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and 
dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

● Throughout each unit students are exposed to a variety of interdisciplinary 
connections through the subject matter they read and write about, as well as the art 
and music they are exposed to in the classroom; thereby creating multiple 
connections to ELA and the related arts. For example self-portraits, and oral 
histories. 

● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as a diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction reading 
● Spatial awareness and ratios as it relates to maps 
● Environmental science connections to land and horticulture 

Unit 6: A More Perfect Union 

 

Timeframe Marking Period 4 

Overview In this unit students will start by understanding that the first plan of government for the 
United States was called the Articles of Confederation. Students will analyze the Articles 
and come to the conclusion that they were too weak to address the nation’s problems. 
As a result, students will analyze the documents, ideas, and people that influenced the 
creation of the Constitution, and the compromises that were made during the 
Constitution's creation. Students will also analyze the points of view of those who 
wanted the Constitution adopted and those who did not. 

Resources ● A History of the United States: Early Years 
○ Chapter 7, Lessons 1-3 
○ Teacher Online Resources 
○ Interactive Graphic Organizers 
○ Primary Sources 

● Atlas of the World 
● Map/Atlas Activities 
● Glossary 

Essential Questions 1. Why do people form governments? 
2. How do new ideas change the way people live? 
3. How do governments change? 

Essential Learning 
Outcomes 

1. Identify the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation. 
2. Explain the differences between sociology and the other social sciences. 



3. Compare and contrast the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of 
Confederation to those of the new Constitution.  

4. Identify and evaluate the sources, plans, and compromises for the Constitution and 
the balance of power in government. 

5. Identify the points of view of the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists. 
6. Compare and contrast arguments supporting and opposing the adoption of the 

Constitution. 

Technology Infusion ● 8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 
● 8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 

professionals for usability. 

● 8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a 

real world problem or theory. 

● 8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data within a spreadsheet and present a summary of 

the results 

Standards ● 6.1.8.A.3.a: Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and 
assess the extent to which they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and 
Native Americans during this time period. 

● 6.1.8.B.3.b: Determine the extent to which the geography of the United States 
influenced the debate on representation in Congress and federalism by examining 
the New Jersey and Virginia plans. 

● 6.1.8.D.3.g: Evaluate the extent to which the leadership and decisions of early 
administrations of the national government met the goals established in the 
Preamble of the Constitution. 

Integrated 
Accommodations and 

Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 

create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 
o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 

personal interest 
● English Language Learners 

o Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and 
compare. 

o Device used for translation purposes 
● 504 Students 

o Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose 
how to approach a problem or assignment. 

o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 
create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 
personal interest 

● Gifted & Talented Students 
o Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage 

independent studies or investigations. 
o Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Literary Analysis Prompts and Peer Review 
● Formal Assessments (Tests and Quizzes) 
● Multimedia Presentation 
● Research-Based Writing Tasks 
● Vocabulary Quizzes 
● News Articles 
● Formative Assessments (Quizzes, Class Participation, Discussion, Topic Blogging, 

and/or Writing) 

● Unit Test including literature, literary devices, historical context, and vocabulary 



Integration of 21st 
Century Learning Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in 
online learning communities and structured learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate 
cultural context 

Career Education The 12 Career Ready Practices: These practices outline the skills that all individuals 
need to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, and proactive in life and careers. These 
are researched practices that are essential to career readiness. Reading literature and 
writing essays helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and 
dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

● Throughout each unit students are exposed to a variety of interdisciplinary 
connections through the subject matter they read and write about, as well as the art 
and music they are exposed to in the classroom; thereby creating multiple 
connections to ELA and the related arts. For example self-portraits, and oral 
histories.  

● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as a diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction reading 
● Spatial awareness and ratios as it relates to maps 
● Environmental science connections to land and horticulture 

 

 

 

Unit 7: The Constitution 

 

Timeframe Marking Period 4 

Overview In this unit students will understand that governments are formed to establish and 
maintain order within a society. Students will analyze the structure of the Constitution, 
the principles contained in the Constitution, the process of amending the Constitution, 
and the importance of Constitutional interpretation. Additionally, students will explain the 
responsibilities of the three branches of the federal government.  

Resources ● A History of the United States: Early Years 
○ Chapter 8, Lessons 1-2 
○ Teacher Online Resources 
○ Interactive Graphic Organizers 
○ Primary Sources 

● Atlas of the World 
● Map/Atlas Activities 
● Glossary 

Essential Questions 1. Why do people form governments? 
2. How do new ideas change the way people live? 

Essential Learning 
Outcomes 

1. Analyze and describe the structure of the Constitution. 
2. Identify and evaluate the principles contained in the Constitution and their 

importance. 
3. Analyze and evaluate the process of amending the Constitution. 
4. Draw conclusions about the importance of interpreting the Constitution instead of 

amending it. 
5. Analyze and describe the separation of powers. 

Technology Infusion ● 8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 



● 8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 

professionals for usability. 

● 8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a 

real world problem or theory. 

● 8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data within a spreadsheet and present a summary of 

the results 

Standards ● 6.1.8.A.3.a: Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and 
assess the extent to which they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and 
Native Americans during this time period. 

● 6.1.8.A.3.b: Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the 
Constitution (i.e., consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited 
government, separation of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in 
establishing a federal government that allows for growth and change over time. 

● 6.1.8.A.3.c: Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption 
of the Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

● 6.1.8.A.3.d: Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United 
States Constitution in terms of the decision-making powers of the national 
government. 

● 6.1.8.A.3.g: Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day 
issues. 

● 6.1.8.D.3.g: Evaluate the extent to which the leadership and decisions of early 
administrations of the national government met the goals established in the 
Preamble of the Constitution. 

Integrated 
Accommodations and 

Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 

create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 
o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 

personal interest 
● English Language Learners 

o Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and 
compare. 

o Device used for translation purposes 
● 504 Students 

o Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose 
how to approach a problem or assignment. 

o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 
create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 
personal interest 

● Gifted & Talented Students 
o Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage 

independent studies or investigations. 
o Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Literary Analysis Prompts and Peer Review 
● Formal Assessments (Tests and Quizzes) 
● Multimedia Presentation 
● Research-Based Writing Tasks 
● Vocabulary Quizzes 
● News Articles 
● Formative Assessments (Quizzes, Class Participation, Discussion, Topic Blogging, 

and/or Writing) 

● Unit Test including literature, literary devices, historical context, and vocabulary 



Integration of 21st 
Century Learning Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in 
online learning communities and structured learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate 
cultural context 

Career Education The 12 Career Ready Practices: These practices outline the skills that all individuals 
need to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, and proactive in life and careers. These 
are researched practices that are essential to career readiness. Reading literature and 
writing essays helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and 
dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

● Throughout each unit students are exposed to a variety of interdisciplinary 
connections through the subject matter they read and write about, as well as the art 
and music they are exposed to in the classroom; thereby creating multiple 
connections to ELA and the related arts. For example self-portraits, and oral 
histories.  

● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as a diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction reading 
● Spatial awareness and ratios as it relates to maps 
● Environmental science connections to land and horticulture 

 

 


